The Daily Gamecock, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2009 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20,
2009
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2009_feb
This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2009 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in February by an authorized administrator of
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact dillarda@mailbox.sc.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2009" (2009). February. 6.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2009_feb/6
Spending for Spring Break 
2009 will see a 20 percent 
decline, according to one 
USC economics professor.
Dough la s  Wooda rd , 
economics professor and di-
rector of the Division of Re-
search, thinks the economy 
will affect everything and 
not just Spring Break.
“People aren’t spending 
as much which is bad for the 
economy,” Woodard said. 
While some students are 
excited and joyful about the 
steadily approaching Spring 
Break, others are simultane-
ously anxious and worri-
some about the economy. 
Some students had to re-
organize their plans in order 
to maintain their budget. 
Rashad Singletary, a fi rst-
year electrical engineering 
student , had to change 
his plans so he could save 
money.  
“My initial plan was to 
group up with friends to go 
to Miami, but instead we’re 
just going to be heading 
towards Myrtle Beach. I’m 
trying not to do too much 
in order to save my money,” 
Singletary said. 
Although students want 
to have a good time during 
their week off, saving money 
still remains a constant pri-
ority to them. 
“I plan on sav ing up 
money and just hanging out 
with friends over the break,” 
said  Kevin Cielo, a fi rst-year 
business student. 
Cielo admits that he never 
had big plans, but even if he 
did, he would keep it within 
his budget. 
“I will stay close to home 
and not go too far,” he said. 
Some students have saved 
up money in advance so they 
are not too concerned with 
the status of the economy. 
Ju s t i n  T hompson ,   a 
second-year psychology 
student, is going to continue 
his plans to travel to Florida 
during the break. 
“I’m going t o Florida 
and with gas being cheap 
it’s a great trip for me. Based 
Whether or not Frank Avery’s denied ap-
pointment to the Constitutional Council 
was related to religious issues is being hotly 
contested between Avery himself and senators 
who voted against his appointment.
“I’m not saying all nine senators voted 
against me because of religious beliefs, but I 
am saying my nomination has been marred 
by questions about morality and my supposed 
lack of religious beliefs,” 
Avery said.
But Sen. Jim Manning, the 
leading opponent in recent 
weeks to Avery’s nomina-
tion, said no religious issues 
came into play.
“ I  ca n’t  com ment on 
specifics of the executive 
session, but I can assure you 
that quest ions about the 
nominee’s personal religious 
beliefs and his opinions about moral standards 
were not raised,” said Manning, a second-year 
mathematics student. “I was uncomfortable 
with his general attitude and demeanor.”
Avery’s nomination was voted down 17-9 in 
a Senate meeting Wednesday night, with fi ve 
abstentions, but the debate as to whether or 
not Avery should be confi rmed began weeks 
ago in Senate committee hearings.
In meetings with subcommittees of the 
Student Senate, Avery said he never disclosed 
what his religion was. He said that he discussed 
“previous religious beliefs,” but he would not 
disclose the nature of the conversations, citing 
them as private meetings. Manning declined 
to discuss the nature of the conversations too.
On Avery’s Facebook page Wednesday 
night, his religious views were listed as “pe-
rennialism.” Avery , a second-year political 
science student, removed his religious views 
from his profi le Thursday, and he declined to 
confi rm to The Daily Gamecock a belief in 
perennialism.
“I’ll tell you what perennialism is, but that’s 
all. Perennialism is a philosophy that each 
major religion possesses certain truths, and 
that all of those truths can lead to salvation,” 
Avery said. “I will not discuss whether or not I 
removed these views from my Facebook.”
Over the past few weeks, Avery said he 
heard from numerous sources that Manning 
had questions about his religious beliefs. How-
ever, he said he was never asked a question 
from Manning concerning his religion prior 
to executive session on Wednesday night.
Avery did say he was questioned by Man-
ning during Wednesday’s executive session as 
to whether or not his personal religious beliefs 
should be considered as part of his appoint-
ment process because he discussed them in a 
committee meeting.
Outside of problems with religious beliefs, 
Runoff elections will continue and 
there will not be a hearing concern-
ing the constitutional challenge that 
questioned the validity of this week’s 
elections.
“Everything will proceed as nor-
mally planned,”  said Cassidy Evans, 
chief justice of the Constitutional 
Council and a fourth-year interna-
tional studies student.
After reviewing the briefs from Kyle 
Mallinak’s constitutional challenge and 
SG Attorney General Laura Parker’s 
response, Evans said the council felt as 
though they had suffi cient evidence to 
decide against a hearing.
Election Code 407.27 reads, “Every 
person eligible to vote in the Student 
Government Elections shall receive an 
e-mail from the University remind-
ing them to vote. This e-mail must 
contain a link to VIP, instructions for 
voting and candidate information or a 
link to candidate information.” 
Kyle Mallinak issued a complaint 
Wednesday afternoon alleging that 
because a university-wide e-mail failed 
to be sent out, SG Elections Commis-
sioner Amanda Byrum violated these 
codes and compromised the election’s 
integrity. 
Mallinak, a second-year internation-
al studies student , said he is shocked 
and confused that his complaint had 
enough merit to justify an injunction, 
but not a hearing.
“They’ve refused to give me a fair 
and public hearing,” Mallinak said. 
“I have a very hard time seeing how 
they’ll even be able to see a ruling be-
cause now you don’t just risk undoing 
the fi rst round of elections, you risk 
undoing a second round of elections.”
Byrum, a third-year English stu-
dent , said she thinks Mallinak didn’t 
have the full information about the 
procedures for the way in which the 
e-mail is sent out.
“The Elections Commission re-
quested that it be sent out,” Byrum 
said. “We didn’t have the authority to 
send it out to the university.”
A rebuttal written by SG Attorney 
General Laura Parker, representing 
Byrum, stated that there was “no 
negligence on the part of the Elec-
tions Commissioner Amanda Byrum 
concerning election’s procedures.”
The rebuttal said that the Elections 
Commission “followed the appropriate 
procedures in requesting that the VIP 
e-mail be sent out,” therefore fulfi lling 
this code. 
Parker also wrote that the Univer-
sity Technology Services office has 
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Dance Marathon hits USC this 
weekend to raise money for the Pal-
metto Health Children’s Hospital
Known as “the party with a pur-
pose,” Dance Marathon is the largest 
student-run philanthropy nationwide 
and on campus . Its aim is to raise 
emotional and financial support for 
Palmetto Health’s Children’s Hospital 
in downtown Columbia. 
More than 1,200 students will be 
in attendance to participate in the 24-
hour event to raise money for children 
that are in need.  
In May, the hospital opened the 
only free-standing children’s hospital 
in South Carolina.  The past 10 times 
Dance Marathon was held, the money 
that was raised helped open fi ve new 
patient rooms and aided in the build-
ing of the new facility. 
This year the money will go directly 
into maintaining the new facility and 
making sure the children who are 
patients at the hospital have the best 
facilities. 
This year’s goal is $125,000, a goal 
that would top last years amount of 
$110,899.15.
Caroline Bradshaw, the overall di-
rector of Dance Marathon, has been 
participating in Dance Marathon since 
she was a freshman and has continued 
into her senior year.  
“I kept with the philanthropy be-
cause after meeting the families, my 
heart melted for this cause,” Bradshaw 
said, “All of the effort put in by the 
students for a cause is amazing to see.” 
Students will participate for 24 hours 
so they can compare the emotional and 
physical stress of being on their feet 
for 24 hours to the stress the children 
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tourney hopes alive 
while looking ahead to 




Thornton Wilder’s “The 
Skin of Our Teeth” opens 
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VIEWPOINTS
Online Exclusive
We want to know 
what YOU think.
Visit our online poll and 
tell us if you think the 
SG elections should be 
conducted again.
www.dailygamecock.com
Economy may aff ect 
Spring Break travel
Students fi nd ways to 
keep from splurging 
during vacation week 
AVERY
Student says non-confi rmation 
tainted by religious questions 
Senators say refusal to appoint 
based on Avery’s demeanor, 




Runoffs allowed to proceed
Dance Marathon: ‘Party with a purpose’
Goal set to beat previous year’s 
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Students dance together during last year’s Dance Marathon. The event raised a total of $110,899.15 for Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital.
Election results stand despite 
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Kathryn Witzke campaigns on behalf of Taylor Cain on Greene Street last 






Can USC Men’s Tennis 
keep up their current win-
ning streak as they face 
off against NC State this 
afternoon? 
Local National World
Jessamine McKeever / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
This clock stands at the corner of Main and Hampton streets, outside the Columbia 
Museum of Art. The museum is free to visit on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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 BAGHDAD — The Iraqi 
journalist who threw his 
shoes at George W. Bush 
did not apologize as his trial 
began Thursday, and instead 
struck a defi ant tone — tell-
ing the judges he wanted to 
hit back at the humiliation 
Iraq had suffered at U.S. 
hands.
It was Muntadhar al-Zei-
di’s first public appearance 
since he was arrested in mid-
December for hurling shoes 
at Bush during a joint news 
conference with Iraqi Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki. 
The act turned the obscure 
30-year-old reporter into a 
cult hero throughout much 
of the Middle East. 
“What made me do it was 
the humiliation Iraq has been 
subjected to due to the U.S. 
occupation and the murder 
of innocent people,” al-Zeidi 
told the court. “I wanted to 
restore the pride of the Iraqis 
in any way possible, apart 
from using weapons.”
He also said he had been 
tortured with beatings and 
electric shocks during his 
interrogation — allegations 
the Iraqi government has 
denied. The trial was later 
adjourned until March 12.
Sout h Carol ina poker 
players may not be sure when 
to fold ‘em even after a judge 
ruled Thursday that Texas 
Hold ‘em is a game of skill.
What Mount Pleasant Mu-
nicipal Judge Larry Duffy 
didn’t decide is whether that 
determination matters under 
an 1802 South Carolina law 
that, read literally, makes 
any game with cards or dice 
— including popular board 
games such as Monopoly and 
Sorry — illegal.
State Attorney General 
Henry McMaster says his 
office has adopted a looser 
interpretation that only con-
siders games more reliant 
on chance than on a player’s 
skill — including Texas Hold 
‘em, a popular type of poker 
— to be gambling and there-
fore illegal. Dozens of other 
states have similar laws.
Though Duffy said evi-
dence was overwhelming that 
poker was a game of skill, he 
said he did not have enough 
guidance from higher courts 
or state lawmakers to know if 
that analysis makes a differ-
ence under South Carolina 
law.
 MERTZON, Texas — Mil-
lions of wild pigs weighing 
up to 300 pounds have been 
tearing up crops, trampling 
fences and eating just about 
anything in their path in 
Texas. But now they had bet-
ter watch their hairy backs.
A state lawmaker is propos-
ing to allow ordinary Texans 
with rifles and shotguns to 
shoot the voracious, tusked 
animals from helicopters.
For years, ranchers in the 
Lone Star State have hired 
profess iona l  hu nters  in 
choppers to thin the hogs’ 
fast-multiplying ranks. Now 
state Rep. Sid Miller of the 
Fort Worth area wants to 
bring more fi repower to the 
task by issuing permits to 
sportsmen.
If approved, it could be 
the fi rst program of its kind 
in the nation. Some other 
states, l ike A laska, allow 
aerial hunting, but only to 
control predators, such as 
bears and wolves.
Miller gave assurances the 
hunting would be closely 
regulated, though details 
on such things as how many 
hunters would be allowed 
to take part, and how many 
hogs they would be permit-
ted to kill, have yet to be 
worked out. —Th e Associated Press
Week
Weird News of t
he
Idaho couple weds in funeral home
TWIN FALLS, Idaho — A southern Idaho funeral 
home was the beginning rather than the end for 
Gene Kincheloe and Mozelle Wales-Kincheloe, who 
tied the knot there on Valentine’s Day. 
Kincheloe, 66, and Wales-Kinchelo, 72, said they 
met about a year ago while attending a weekly grief 
group at Parke’s Magic Valley Funeral Home after 
both lost their longtime spouses in 2007. 
Snake charmers hold protest in India
CALCUTTA, India — Nearly 1,000 snake 
charmers held a protest in eastern India Tuesday, 
playing their fl utes as they marched through the 
streets demanding the right to perform with live 
snakes.
Shows featuring cobras and other live snakes have 
been banned in India since 1991 though they are 
still a common sight, especially in tourist areas and 
in small villages.
Woman OK after bullet ends up in her hair weave
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Other than having a bit 
of a headache, a Kansas City woman was uninjured 
after a bullet fi red at her ended up tangled in her 
hair weave. Police said the 20-year-old woman was 
in a convenience store parking lot late Wednesday 
when a man fl agged her down and told her that her 
ex-boyfriend still loved her.
She replied, “Well I don’t love him,” then heard 
gunshots. She said she looked behind the vehicle 
and saw her ex-boyfriend fi ring a handgun at her. 
She stomped her accelerator and fl ed, then turned 
into another parking lot and called police.
WUSC’s latest dance party • 
will be held at New Brook-
land Tavern at 10 p.m. No 
one under the age of 18 
years old will be admitted 
and cost is $2. There will be 
a live performance by Toro 
y Moi, the side project of the 
Heist and the Accomplice 
front man Chaz Bundick 
and DJ sets by Kev Kev and 
John Anthony.
Discover y Day has ex-• 
panded!  Students can share 
t heir exper iences w it h 
service-learning activities, 
study abroad, internships, 
national fellowships, as well 
as undergraduate research. 
The deadline to register is 
Friday, March 6 online at 
http://www.sc.edu/our/ab-
stracts.php.  Discovery Day 
will be held Friday, April 24.
This March, the annual • 
“Outstanding Woman of 
t he Year” celebrat ion, 
sponsored by Women’s Stu-
dent Services, recognizes 
an outstanding woman at 
USC-Columbia. The award 
was established to recognize 
women for their academic, 
service, leadership and co-
curricular accomplishments. 
Applications are due on Feb. 
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Avery said he didn’t know 
of any reason he wouldn’t be 
confi rmed to Constitutional 
Council. In fact, Avery said 
he hadn’t even met most of 
the senators that voted.
“I’m not saying that my 
nom inat ion was  a  su re 
thing,” Avery said. “But I had 
all the appropriate qualifi ca-
tions for this post.”
Sen.  Buddy Ba l lew,  a 
 second-year biology student, 
said religion had no factor in 
his decision to vote against 
Avery’s nomination. Ballew 
said a testy exchange oc-
curred between Avery and 
himself at the f inal rules 
committee meeting.
In the rules committee 
meeting, Avery and Ballew 
discussed why Avery hadn’t 
attended a Senate meeting, 
even though his nomination 
had been in question for 
three weeks. Avery said that 
he couldn’t miss class. Ballew 
said his attendance showed a 
lack of commitment.
“I tried to explain to him 
that I kind of questioned 
his commitment level that 
it took three weeks for him 
to take 30 minutes to ask 
his professor out of class,” 
Ballew said. “I questioned 
his commitment level. He 
didn’t win me over in his 
interview.”
Ballew said Avery’s de-
meanor in an interview was 
perturbing as well.
“For me personally speak-
ing, and for several other 
senators that voted no or 
abstained, religion had noth-
ing to do with our decision 
to conf irm that,” Ballew 
said. “For me personally, I 
was on the rules committee 
and he was very arrogant, 
and he was very loud. He 
was argumentative and very 
combative. He wouldn’t let 
me ask him any questions 
without arguing with me. 
Honestly, he acted like a 
jackass.”
Though the hearing on 
Avery’s nomination got heat-
ed, Vice President Meredith 
Ross said the meeting wasn’t 
anything unusual.
“I hate that it got blown 
of proport ion,” Ross ,   a 
third-year political science 
student, said. “But we see 
people not get confi rmed to 
constitutional council all the 
time and it doesn’t receive 
media attention. I’d rather 
people have passion than be 
apathetic.”
Avery said he hopes to 
work out a solution with the 
university administration 
without filing a lawsuit or 
taking any formal action 
against Student Govern-
ment.
“I just want an open dis-
cussion about this,” Avery 
said. 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
AVERY ● Continued from 1
Bradshaw said Dance Mara-
thon is rewarding for everyone 
involved. 
“Meeting the families who 
are frequent visitors of the 
hospital but whose spirits are 
never broken and seeing over 
1000 students take time out of 
their weekend to give back to 
the community are two of my 
best personal experiences from 
Dance Marathon,” Bradshaw 
said. 
According to Bradshaw, as 
of Thursday at 2 p.m., there 
were 997 students registered 
and they will expect another 
200 to sign up before tomor-
row’s event begins. 
Students can sign up as part 
of a student organization or 
with a group of friends. Each 
student is required to raise 
$150. The online registra-
tion is no longer open, but 
students can go down to the 
Strom Thurmond Wellness & 
Fitness Center and sign up in 
person. 
Dance Marathon will be-
gin Friday at 7 p.m. and last 
until Saturday at 7 p.m. at the 
Strom. 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
DANCE ● Continued from 1
on how I save and spend 
money, the trip is affordable,” 
Thompson said. 
Some students are not let-
ting the economy affect their 
plans at all. David Shipp,  a 
f i r st-year pre-pharmacy 
student, plans on spending 
money during the break. 
“I ’m not too worr ied. 
The economy will go up. 
The only way it will boost 
is if you spend money, so I’m 
going spend big this break. 
With gas not too expensive, 
I am trying to go to Florida,” 
Shipp said. 
However, Woodard does 
think that students who stay 
in the state will improve its 
economy with their spend-
ing. 
“If people were staying in 
South Carolina, then their 
spending will boost the state’s 
economy. The anxiety factor 
will offset the issue however,” 
Woodard said. 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
BREAK ● Continued from 1
the responsibility to send out 
the link to VIP to the student 
body.
“Neither the Elect ions 
Commissioner nor any mem-
ber of the Elections Commis-
sion has the authority to re-
quest that the VIP link e-mail 
be sent out,” Parker wrote. 
“It is the duty of the Student 
Government Graduate Advi-
sor to submit this request.”
Byrum said she brought the 
lack of an e-mail to SG Grad-
uate Assistant Erin Palmer’s 
attention Monday.
“Honestly, I’m not sure 
how she proceeded with that,” 
Byrum said. “I know that she 
contacted them yesterday, but 
there was no response.”
Mal l inak , who ran for 
Student Senate and lost by 
less than 30 votes, said his 
violation fi ling had nothing to 
do with any sense of personal 
satisfaction.
“I filed this challenge be-
cause I observe what I felt to 
be a constitutional violation 
and I think it’s important to 
the integrity of the elections 
and Student Government that 
unconstitutional actions are 
properly challenged,” he said.
Evans said she is happy that 
Mallinak filed the constitu-
tional challenge.
“I think it’s great when stu-
dents care enough to challenge 
something that they think is 
an injustice,” Evans said.
Evans said a summary judg-
ment will be issued Monday.
“It will carry the full weight 
as if we’d had a hearing,” 
Evans said. “We felt that we 
had enough information on 
hand that we didn’t need any 
additional information.”
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
ELECTION ● Continued from 1
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     Responsibility for faulty 
election must be claimed
CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about 
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is 
the editorially independent 
student newspaper of the 
University of South Carolina. 
It is published daily during 
the fall and spring semesters 
and nine times during the 
summer with the exception of 
university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed 
in The Daily Gamecock are 
those of the editors or author 
and not those of the University 
of South Carolina. Th e Board 
of Student Publications 
and Communications is 
the publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department 
of Student Media is 
the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in 
part by student-activity fees. 
One free copy per reader. 
Additional copies may be 
purchased for $1 each from 
the Department of Student 
Media.
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T h e  g o a l  o f  T h e  D a i l y 
Gamecock ’s V iew point s page 
is to stimulate discussion in the 
Universit y of South Carol ina 
community. All published authors 
are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and 
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Let ters and g uest columns 
should be submitted via e-mail to 
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year 
in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders 
and USC facu lt y members to 
submit guest columns. Columnists 
should keep submissions to about 
500 words in length and include 
the author’s name and position. 
Guest columns are limited to three 
per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit and condense submissions for 
length and clarity, or not publish 
at all. 
A ll submissions become the 
property of The Daily Gamecock 
and must conform to the legal 






















Offi  ces located on the third fl oor of the Russell House
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Metal: Always worth a listen
IT’S A WUNDERFUL LIFE
Misconstrued genre often 








Poor math skills hurt US
Even professors show 
aversion to important 






Let me start with a quick 
math problem.
If the square root of one-
half x is the equation of a 
line, what slope will the ...
OK, that’s enough of 
t h a t .  T h e 
a r i t h met ic 
itself isn’t the 
point. If you 
s h u d d e r e d 
a t  t h e 
t hought  of 
performing 
t h a t 
operation or 
you r  m i nd 
shut off at the 
prospect of a 
mathematical challenge, 
that is the point.
The fact that in recent 
years the United States has 
fallen behind many other 
nations in some academic 
areas, particularly math, 
has been well publicized. 
That statistic has always 
puzzled me.
How did we lose our 
edge?
After three full semesters 
at USC, I can see a major 
factor in this problem.
I n  m y  e x p e r i e n c e , 
t e a c h e r s  s hu n  m at h . 
C a l c u l u s ,  w h i c h  i s 
fundamental to most serious 
discourses in economics, 
has been passed over in 
my economics classes to 
avoid wast ing t ime re-
teaching derivatives and 
integrals. Indeed, in one 
class, we could have a lively 
argument over the workings 
of a straight line. Throw 
a nonlinear function in 
there, and we wouldn’t have 
stood a chance of making 
it through the semester’s 
material.
The only experience in 
physics I’ve had was in a 
class decidedly for non-
science majors, but still, 
the fear shown of math is 
problematic. My professor’s 
ef forts to ignore math 
because of its reputation 
proves a diffi cult and overly 
complicated compound 
to the problem. If even 
college professors help you 
avoid math, why should you 
bother with it?
To many students, the 
answer seems to be that 
you shouldn’t .  Classes 
ex u lt  when  a  t eacher 
announces there won’t be 
any actual calculat ions 
on an upcoming exam. 
Furthermore, calculators 
make understanding math 
less important than ever to 
the average student.
There i s  a  concrete 
answer to why students 
should bother with math, 
t hou g h .  Job s  i n  ne w 
technology development 
and many more traditional 
f ields demand it .  The 
dilemma for America isn’t 
just that it is falling behind 
on a few standardized tests 
— it is that it is consequently 
losing its edge in research 
and innovation. Without a 
solid base of citizens who 
are willing to employ the 
most abstract formulas 
and per form the most 
ambitious experiments, the 
U.S. stands little chance 
of hanging on to its spot 
at the top of the world in 
education. 
St udent s  w it h l it t le 
interest in technolog y 
fi elds should still take care 
to really know what math 
they have been taught. A 
good grasp of math sets 
people up for success in the 
workforce, as it provides 
a  c lea r  edge over  t he 
less capable. And, just as 
everyone’s grade school 
teachers sa id,  mat h is 
helpful in everyday life.
The aversion to math 
at the collegiate level is 
appalling.
Once again, the moral 
of the story is education. 
From the bottom rung of 
kindergarten to the top of 
the ladder, the education 
has got to be there, and 
Americans have to take 
advantage of it. 
Students, faculty and 
all readers of The Daily 
G a m e c o c k ,  I  h a v e  a 
confession to make. 
I am an av id l istener 
of heavy metal, the type 
of music that too often is 
c o n s t r u e d 
a s  h a v i n g 
to do w it h 
v i o l e n c e , 
hat red and 
a l l  t h i n g s 
“ e v i l ”  b y 
t he  c a s u a l 
listener. 
W h i l e 
I  do  enjoy 
all types of 
music (even 
c o u n t r y ) , 
b u z z s a w 
tempos and guitar rif fs 
reminiscent of the sound of 
an atom bomb are literally 
music to my ears. 
The New Brook land 
Taver n  r ight  here  i n 
Columbia is hosting a local 
metal show this coming 
Monday, and I encourage 
every person with a curious 
ear to take a shot and see 
what a metal show is like.
The West Hell MetalFest 
w i l l  feat ure loca l  act s 
Diavolo, Undefi ned, Your 
Chance to Die (that name 
really isn’t helping me), 
Into the Depths and Aiken 
natives Aralic, all of whom 
are vying for a shot to be 
included on a mix tape 
being sent to the legendary 
Metal Blade Records. 
I’m pushing this show 
because I believe heavy 
meta l ,  and agg ress ive 
music in general, gets a bad 
rap and is often written off 
too easily by critics. 
Like Converge’s Jacob 
Bannon, I feel that too 
many listeners are turned 
off by the aggressive nature 
of heavy music, as well as 
by the overall volume with 
which it’s presented.
While I admit the classic 
themes of demon worship, 
evil imagery and violent 
messages are all present 
to this day in select metal 
bands such as  Morbid 
Angel, metal can also come 
with an incredibly positive 
message.
Bands like Furious Styles 
and Thick As Blood stress 
unity and internal strength 
while maintaining a drug-
free lifestyle, yet they still 
deliver uncompromising 
music. 
I do agree, heavy metal 
isn’t the most relaxing or 
soothing music to delve 
into, but you won’t fi nd a 
more pure and honest form 
of expression musically 
anywhere.
Why? Heavy metal has 
never been mainstream 
(save for Pantera’s debut 
at the top spot on the 
Billboard charts in 1994), 
and because of that, the 
fan base and those who 
produce the music listen 
and make heav y metal 
because they adore it.
This isn’t writ ing off 
all other forms of music 
as insincere or fabricated, 
and I’m not placing metal 
bands on a pedestal either, 
saying they’re all holier 
than thou. 
What I’m saying is that 
heavy metal, for the most 
part, is often discarded too 
hastily in the eyes and ears 
of many a listener.
It’s always going to be 
loud, always going to be 
fast and always going to 
be aggressive, but there’s 
no better experience than 
going to a high-energy 
show and seeing average 
people play extraordinary 
music.
Come out with an open 
mind and give metal a 
shot this Monday. Dave 
Matthews, Kenny Chesney 
and John Mayer will all 
be at  home wa it ing,  I 
promise.
Earlier this week, Congress 
and the president fi nally got it 
over with and passed a $787 
bil l ion st imulus package. 
I won’t debate the merits of 
the legislation because I’m no 
expert on economics.
B u t  I  w i l l  t a k e  t h i s 
opportunity to engage in the 
kind of ideological protest 
for which Gov. Sanford,  a 
prominent opponent of the 
bill, is always 
criticized.
I  b e l i e v e 
t h e  h i s t o r y 
of the U.S. is 
one of  sma l l 
gover n ment , 
and I want it to 
stay that way.
This is a view 
that, despite its 
long h istor y, 
this country is 
hardly in favor of right now, 
and that furthermore has 
sadly become associated with a 
lunatic fringe. But the passage 
of a bill comparable in price 
to a typical year’s worth of 
government spending should 
give all Americans pause.
I n a  New York Times 
column last month, economist 
Paul Krugman, one of the 
most fervent proponents of 
the stimulus package, asked 
rhetorically: “Where did this 
hostility to government come 
from?” His answer is the early 
1980s and a desire to exploit 
racism for polit ical gain. 
“Small government” is code 
for “racist” in his view.
Is this Nobel laureate really 
so ignorant of A merica’s 
historical preference for small, 
unobtrusive government? Has 
he not noticed that the very 
structure of our government 
is designed to prevent any 
one offi ce from accumulating 
power? Didn’t h is fel low 
Democrats spend eight years 
rightly subjecting the Bush 
administration’s policies to 
sc r ut i ny  whenever  t hey 
seemed to increase the power 
of the government?
No, this skepticism about 
government goes back much 
further than just  the 1980s. 
The Economist recent ly 
reprinted some articles from 
Abraham Lincoln’s time. This 
1865 passage caught my eye:
“The diffi culty of creating 
a st rong Government in 
America is almost insuperable. 
The people in the fi rst place 
dislike Government, not this 
or that administration, but 
Government in the abstract, 
to such a degree that they have 
invented a quasi philosophical 
t h e o r y ,  p r o v i n g  t h a t 
Government ... is a ‘necessary 
evil.’”
I  bel ieve t hat in 2009 
Americans have many of the 
same impulses as in 1865, 
although to express them as 
a doctrine is what is called 
extreme. Desire for small 
government is not a sectarian 
phenomenon, reserved for 
the Republican Party. It is an 
American phenomenon.
This does not mean that 
a large stimulus package is 
wrong. But large government 
actions ought to be subject 
to  i ntense  sc r ut i ny  a nd 
deliberation. The president 
has used the language of 
crisis to help push through a 
mammoth bill as quickly as 
possible and has brushed aside 
concerns about the long-term 
effects of such hasty actions.
We should be wary. It is 
the attitude of government 
as a “necessary evil” that is 
the greatest assurance of good 
government, one which is 
always aware of its limits. 
Last night, the Constitutional Council decided not to 
suspend the Student Government elections, despite the fact 
that the required e-mail informing students the elections 
were taking place was never sent.
While sending an e-mail may seem like a small thing, the 
failure to do so had a large impact. Last year, nearly 5,000 
students voted in SG elections. This year, that number was 
40 percent lower. Clearly, this failure to inform the student 
body an election was occurring had a substantial effect on 
turnout.
We understand the election 
commissioner’s plight. She is 
not authorized to call for the 
required e-mail. However, 
this does not absolve her, 
or her commission. There 
was a clear collapse in the 
cha i n  of  re spons ibi l it y. 
Neither the Elections Committee, the commissioner, the 
graduate assistant for student government, nor University 
Technology Services can avoid blame for this mistake. 
While the commissioner may not have the authority to 
send the e-mail, she had the responsibility to see that it 
was sent. As a student, it should have been obvious that 
no e-mail was sent Monday morning by the time the polls 
opened. It was also obvious that no e-mail had arrived 
by Tuesday night, when the polls closed. This lapse is 
inexcusable.
In the event that the Elections Commission goes right to 
a run-off, we call on them, their commissioner and whoever 
else may be necessary, to see that the run-off election is 
duly advertised. At the very least, an apology is in order. 
That’s the least the elections commissioner can do. 
We would like an apology. We would like more notice of 
the run-off. And more importantly, we would like a lawful 
election.
 Though the Five Points 
area of Columbia has garnered 
an infamous reputation for its 
nightlife, its daytime charm 
and class can’t be denied after 
one step into The Gourmet 
Shop on Saluda Avenue. 
The café and purveyor 
of fine foods and cookware 
provides a bright, friendly and 
intimate setting for patrons 
to consume delectable fresh-
made food that ranges from 
European coffee shop classics 
to delicatessen fair with some 
unique and delightful twists. 
Every day of the week, 
The Gourmet Shop offers 
an extensive lunch menu 
from vegetarian lasagna to 
tuna and penne pasta salad. 
For those who are not quite 
adventurous enough to dive 
right into a zesty black bean 
and born wrap, the “Make 
Yo u r  O w n  S a n d w i c h” 
portion of the menu might 
hold a certain appeal. With a 
delicious selection of meats, 
including medium-rare roast 
beef, hot pastrami, Black 
Forest ham and shrimp salad, 
the sandwiches are far from 
the standard sub. Choosing 
a unique condiment l ike 
the pesto mayonnaise or 
horseradish sauce can also 
t ip lunch over from good 
to exquisite. The gri l led 
Panin is ,  l ike the t urkey 
Panini with fresh goat cheese, 
tomatoes and avocado or 
the Margherita with fresh 
mozzarella, tomato and basil 
simply put Panera to shame. 
For those whose late night 
activities don’t prohibit them 
f rom get t ing out of bed 
before 2 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday (or noon on 
we ek d ay s) ,  t he  b r u nc h 
menu details a particularly 
delightful group of dishes. 
The salmon bagel, with its 
smoky f lavor offset by the 
salty, piquant taste of capers, 
is a great way to kick start 
the day. A nd though the 
fl uffy Belgian waffl es and the 
breakfast Panini make great 
choices, it is the simple brie 
and bacon croissant that will 
not only make you feel like 
an epicure, but will keep you 
coming back to the Gourmet 
Shop time and again. For 
those who find it diff icult 
to discover the perfect bowl 
of grits, look no further. 
However, the deviled eggs 
would be best forgone in lieu 
of some tomato, feta and basil 
pasta. 
Naturally, it doesn’t hurt 
that the Illy brand coffee is 
freshly brewed to perfection. 
The best part about dinning 
at the Gourmet Shop is that 
it is easy to pamper your 
taste buds without bearing 
the cost that typically comes 
with the title of “gourmet.” 
Dishes range in price from 
just under $5 to about $10, 
with most hovering around 
the $8 mark. 
I n d o o r  a n d  o u t d o o r 
seating options and attentive 
and professional wait staff 
only enhance the more than 
satisfying experience. 
When the meal is fi nished, 
or while you are experiencing 
a brief Sunday morning wait 
to be seated, the shop part of 
Gourmet Shop comes into 
play. The store, which has 
everything from professional 
cookware and top shelf quality 
ingredients to an extensive 
fine wine collection and a 
walk in humidor, will keep 
any guest ambling around 
in an entranced state. Once 
you see the Nordic Castle 
Bundt cake mold, the fun 
just begins. Cases also offer 
premade food to be purchased 
by weight, including breads, 
pasta salads, chocolates and 
cheeses. 
The Gourmet Shop café is 
open weekdays from 9 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m. 
to 4:45 p.m. and Sundays 10 
a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
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“Th e cure for boredom is curiosity. 
Th ere is no cure for curiosity.” 
— Dorothy Parker 
Somet imes pat ience is a v ir tue. It 
certainly was for the members of pop/
rock band Parachute, VA, who established 
a record deal with Island Records during 
their third year of college and decided to 
graduate before hitting the road.
“We were ready to quit school and get 
going,” frontman Will Anderson said. 
“But our [record] label manager said, ‘just 
finish.’ ... We’ve been kind of itchy and 
ready to go for a while but we graduated 
from college in May.”
W hile at tending their alma mater 
Un iver s it y  of  V i rg i n ia ,  A nder son 
and members Kit French (saxophone, 
keyboards, vocals), Alex Hargrave (bass), 
Johnny Stubblefield (drums) and Nate 
McFarland (lead guitar, vocals) fl ew out on 
weekends to L.A. to work with Grammy-
award winning producers l ike John 
Shanks, who has produced Bon Jovi and 
Ashlee Simpson, and John Fields, whose 
resume includes Switchfoot and Jonas 
Brothers. After, they would f ly back to 
school to attend classes during the week.
“Our senior year was defi nitely a weird 
juggling pattern of trying to make sure 
that we graduated and ... made our CD,” 
Anderson said.
Although the band didn’t have the 
completely typical college experience, 
their opportunities were broadening and 
unique.
“For us to get to go out there every 
weekend get an education on recording 
and the process, it really whipped us into 
shape,” Anderson said. “I don’t think our 
friends quite understood what we were 
doing out there. I couldn’t have asked for 
a better way because we don’t really have 
to try to do the whole job search thing and 
we knew exactly what we were going to be 
doing when we were fi nished.”
The band members were f irst best 
friends and then formed as a band in high 
school. While it may seem difficult to 
separate personal and professional lives, 
Anderson said being best friends has 
enhanced their experiences.
“We never really knew each other in a 
professional sense,” Anderson said. “It’s 
always been friends fi rst and then music 
comes as a result of that. It’s basically just 
us hanging out every day and all the time 
together — literally 24 hours a day — and 
gett ing to play music for part of that 
time.”
The band’s fusion of U2, The Fray and 
John Mayer infl uences have inspired their 
accessible pop rock sound. 
Their experiences in L.A. have resulted 
in the release of their fi rst iTunes single, 
“She Is Love.” The simple, acoust ic, 
heartening track is a feel-good love tune. 
Anderson’s vocals emulate a pure and full 
tone similar to that of Jason Reeves and 
Matt Nathanson.
The band is current ly touring the 
Midwest with singer-songwriter 
and pianist Jon McLaughlin. As 
McLaughlin fans, the band is 
having a blast on the last leg of 
the tour. 
“He is an awesome, awesome 
g u y,”  A n d e r s o n  s a i d  o f 
McLaughlin. “Not only is he 
one of the best musicians I’ve 
met, he is the nicest guy in 
the world ... For him to take a 
chance on us is great.”
Parachute, VA expects to 
tour South Carolina in the 
near future. Now they’re 
focusing on honing their 
musicianship and presence 
at their shows.
“Really right now we’re 
concerned with ourselves 
and making sure our live 
show is getting better and 
playing in front of as many 
people as we can.” Courtesy of Island Record
s 
Parachute, VA’s fi rs
t single “She is Lov
e” was 
released on iTunes 
Feb. 10 .
Virginia band hits road after 
graduation, recording sessions
Parachute, VA releases fi rst 
iTunes single, tours with 
musical idol Jon McLaughlin
Haley Dreis
STAFF WRITER
Gourmet Shop lives up to name
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
In addition to dining in an intimate, bright setting, patrons of The Gourmet Shop can 
peruse the vast array of cookware and fi ne ingredients to enhance cooking at home. 
Cafe offers fresh 




Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
 The play “The Skin of Our Teeth” 
follows one perfect, yet peculiar, family 
as they travel through the Ice Age, the 
Flood and a seven-year-long war, all 
while remaining in the state of New 
Jersey.
The comedy, written by Thornton 
Wilder, opens 8 p.m. Friday at Drayton 
Hall. “The Skin of Our Teeth” differs 
from Wilder’s other 
Pulitzer Prize-winner, “Our Town,” in 
that the play does not fl ow chronologically 
but instead focuses on a family, the 
Antrobuses, and their maid, Sabina, in 
three epic, episodic acts.
This play views much like a movie in 
its individual scenes full of special effects. 
As the director of a film uses different 
fi lters or conforms to certain genres, the 
play’s director Robert Richmond uses a 
distinct effect for each act.
The first act is entirely in grayscale, 
from the set to the costumes to the actors’ 
makeup. Richmond said he intended the 
act to look like a 1955 black-and-white 
fi lm. The family faces an impending ice 
age in this act and has a pet 
mammoth and pet dinosaur.
As if to make up for the 
lack of color in the f irst 
act, the second act, which 
takes place on a boardwalk 
in Atlantic City, is f illed 
w it h  c o lor.  R ic h mond 
said the act was meant to 
be like a ‘60s Technicolor 
movie. The family and the 
rest of the cast don disco 
outfi ts, and lights glowing 
in the background create 
a vibrant sky. Just as an ice 
age looms in the fi rst act, 
another natural disaster is 
approaching in this scene.
Final ly, the third act 
occurs after a long war has 
ended. The setting is war-
torn from the beginning, 
and f illed with dark and 
ominous hues. The genre 
Richmond said he wants 
to simulate is modern sci-fi  
movies such as “Alien” or 
“I Am Legend.” 
Even though these three 
acts feature very different 
styles, some elements of the 
play are consistent. The 
family — Mr. and Mrs. 
Antrobus, their children 
Henr y and Gladys and 
the maid Sabina — are 
the focus of the whole 
story. Even though time 
jumps around in this play, 
the action stays in New 
Jersey.
During the set changes 
between each act, stock 
footage and video is played. 
Former USC President 
Andrew Sorensen plays a 
newscaster in some of these 
videos, which add depth to 
the play as well as entertain 
the audience.
A refreshing element of the play, 
particularly in the second act, is the 
constant action in the background. While 
the Antrobuses are involved in their 
ongoing dialogue, the rest of the cast will 
cross the stage and do random things.
Much like “Our Town,” some of the 
characters break the fourth wall often 
and address the audience directly. A stage 
manager interrupts the play at one point 
and makes some adjustments to the cast.
Another interesting feature of this 
production is the theme of rebuilding. 
In the thousands of years the Antrobuses 
l ive, they always f ind a way to start 
over, especial ly Mr. A ntrobus, who 
is an avid inventor. This play offers a 
message of hope amid its ever-changing 
surroundings.
“It’s funny, zany, sad and philosophical 
all in one evening,” Richmond said.
“The Skin of Our Teeth” runs through 
March 1 at Drayton Hall. For t icket 
information call (803) 777-2551. 
PLAY MIXES RANGE OF PRODUCTION STYLES
Comedy uses dynamic set, fourth 
wall breaks to connect with audience
Kenny Dorian
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩ 
Prices: $5-$10
Addresses: 724 
Saluda Ave., Across from 
Delaney’s Irish Pub
THE GOURMET SHOP
“It’s funny, zany, sad 
and philosophical 
all in one evening.” 
— Director Robert 
Richmond
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan
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A NIGHT WITH KENNY THE POET
7 p.m., free with admission
Columbia Museum of Art, Corner of 
Main and Hampton streets
ARIES You don’t really 
like being told what to do, but 
maybe you need the coaching. 
Accept advice from a person 
who’s already achieved the 
skills you admire. 
TAURUS  A luck y 
break for a friend is also 
to your benefit. Of course, 
you love it when something 
good happens to somebody 
special. 
GEMINI Better get 
back to business again. Big 
money could be at stake. 
Barter for good benefi ts now. 
They’re what’s available, and 
they’re worth their weight 
in gold.
CANCER  Your life 
ought to be easier for the next 
few weeks. It’s also a good 
time to travel and sign up for 
online classes. 
L EO  How c a n  you 
cut expenses to keep your 
business viable? There are 
lots of ways, actually, and it’s 
up to you to choose. If you 
don’t do it, nobody will. 
VIRGO Go through 
the items on your l ist s , 
and cross off whatever you 
can. Set priorities and feel 
confi dent. You’re on the right 
track now. Or pretty close 
to it.
LIBRA It’s tough, but 
you have the support from 
people you respect. They 
think you can do it, so prove 
them right. It’ll be a win for 
all concerned.
SCORPIO  You’re 
almost compelled to succeed. 
You’re getting a tailwind. It’s 
easier now. So stop with the 
ruminating.
SAGIT TA RIUS 
Take care of family f irst 
and they’ll take care of you. 
That’s the time-honored way 
and, amazingly, it still works. 
CAPRICORN Your 
curiosity has been aroused. 
You’re not sure what you’re 
looking for, which shouldn’t 
bother you in the least. 
A Q U A R I U S 
Somet h ing you’ve been 
saving has been increasing 
in value. You can cash it in, 
if you want, or hang onto it a 
while longer. Now fi gure out 
what it is.
PISCES One of the 
problems with being really 
creative is the tendency to 
take off in several directions 
at the same time. You have 
a plan. Work the plan. Don’t 
get goofy now. 
TODAY
THE REASON YOUR LISTENING
8 p.m., $6
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
FIGHT THIS WAR, RUMBLE, INTERPRETER
5:30 p.m., $5 over 21/ $8 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
WUSC DANCE PARTY
9:30 p.m., $2
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
TOMORROW
UNKNOWN HINSON, LUCAS WAR HERO
8 p.m., $15
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
BENTZ KIRBY’S 4TH ANNUAL BOB DYLAN 
TRIBUTE NITE
7:30 p.m., $3
Art Bar, 1211 Park St. 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED
3, 5:30 & 8 p.m., $6




15 Hardy shrub of the 
honeysuckle family








26 Wins by charm
27 Walks of life
28 Made a hole-in-one
29 Voiced one's 
thoughts
31 But, to Brutus
32 Depended on
34 Shoot the breeze
37 Skulls





46 Plants with funnel-
shaped fl owers
47 In the rigging
48 Sheds skin
49 Can material
50 Have a ball
52 Apparel
54 Sap of energy





2 Act of enduring 
without yielding









11 Batted one's eyes, 
for example
12 Start burning
13 One in want
14 Taxi devices
21 Defective




32 Serving to pull
33 Uncommon
34 Possessive case
35 Fred and Adele
36 Low quality of 
music?
37 Large slow moving 
beetles
38 Generic game 
pieces
39 Rang out
40 Surfi ng the internet
41 Sections of garlic
43 Canada's capital
44 Loser at Little 
Bighorn











This Saturday, the men and 
women’s track and field teams 
host the Gamecock Invitational 
at the USC indoor faci l it y. 
While this meet will primarily 
be a tune-up for next week’s 
SEC championships, USC coach 
Curtis Frye says the competition 
will still be tough.   
“Nobody runs a meet l ike 
ours,” Frye said. “That’s why we 
do get some high quality people.” 
T he  e mph a s i s  o n  s hor t 
sprinting events on a unique 250 
meter track is unlike any other 
meet in the country. Frye did 
however mention that some of the 
USC squad would be sitting this 
one out.  Anyone who typically 
runs the 200 or 400 meter races 
will not be running.  The nearly 
square-shaped, three lane track 
features turns too sharp for those 
runners.  
“Our track is not one that you 
can go around at a high rate of 
speed,” Frye said. “A week before 
the conference we don’t want to 
jeopardize athletes.” 
Speaking of injuries, several 
key runners will sit this one out. 
Brandi Cross, the fi ve-time All-
American, injured her knee last 
weekend at the Tyson Invitational 
but should be f ine for SEC 
championships.   Gabrielle Glenn, 
a two-time all-American strained 
her ham a little bit last weekend 
as well.  As for the men, Jason 
Richardson, last years outdoor 
champion in the 110 meter 
hurdles, has started to open up his 
stride in practice and is looking 
to be around 95 percent for the 
conference meet.  None of these 
athletes will run on Saturday.  
As for those that are competing, 
Frye named a few USC athletes to 
keep an eye on.  LaKya Brookins 
and Shayla Mahan will be looking 
to improve qualifying times in 
the 55 meter dash.  Brookins and 
Mahan currently have the fi rst and 
second fastest times in the nation 
respectively.  Others to look out 
for are Ronetta Alexander in the 
55 meter hurdles, Jason Cook in 
the shotput, and Michael Zajac in 
the weight throw.  
The most valuable part of 
this meet is the experience the 
runners will get.  Only about 50 
of the over 100 members get to 
run at away meets and this will 
be a great opportunity for those 
that don’t.  
“We are very young and we are 
having a good young season,” Frye 
said. “Quality and experience are 
two things that you got to have to 
score high in track meets.”
The home crowd will defi nitely 
help every athlete in this meet.  
“We get great performances 
in here,” Frye said. “The energy 
from their friends coming in this 
place with the noise gives us a 
chance to get good marks before 
the conference meet.”
The better the team does here, 
the better their seeds for the 
championship races.  Those seeds 
will be crucial to winning races 
and bringing back many more 
accolades for one of the strongest 
programs in the country.  
No matter what level of baseball, Opening Day is 
usually the biggest out of the year, as teams take the 
field to great fanfare with unblemished records and 
hope springing eternal. 
However, with all the extra excitement surrounding 
the opening of Carolina Stadium tomorrow, it’s easy 
to forget that baseball will be played this weekend, as 
the Gamecocks open up the 2009 season and coach Ray 
Tanner’s thirteenth year at the helm with a three game 
series against a competitive Duquesne squad. 
Coach Mike Wilson’s Dukes, who fi nished 26-29 last 
season and advanced to the fi nal four of the Atlantic Ten 
Conference tournament, return their top three starting 
pitchers and preseason All-Atlantic Ten outfi elder Mike 
Carroll, who hit .347 in 2008. 
The Gamecocks will see right-hander Gary Pierpont 
on opening day, with right-hander Ryan Juran throwing 
on Sunday and either sophomore right-hander Johnny 
Elms or junior right-hander Paul Bugajsk i in the 
getaway game Monday afternoon. 
Offensively, the Gamecocks are going to be more of 
a small ball team this season after losing power hitting 
fi rst baseman Justin Smoak and infi elder Reese Havens 
to the MLB Draft, manufacturing runs more often 
and putting the pressure on opposing defenses, and 
that strategy should meet immediate success against a 
Dukes team that struggled in the fi eld last year at times, 
averaging almost two errors a game and combining for 
a fi elding percentage of only .955. 
USC will look to replace Smoak’s power with the bat 
of Parker Bangs, who will pitch and play the outfi eld, and 
his presence at fi rst with junior college transfer Jeffery 
Jones. The Gamecocks also will rely on Freshman All-
American sophomore outfi elder Whit Merrifi eld and 
freshman outfi elder Jackie Bradley Jr., who brings good 
speed to the lineup.
“Those guys got to perform. You are in a league 
that if you don’t perform, you are not going to win like 
you want to,” Tanner said at his season opening press 
conference.  
Pitching wise, Carolina has depth in the rotation, as 
right-hander sophomore Sam Dyson, a 2008 Freshman 
All-American who went 8-0 last season with a 4.09 
ERA, gets the start Saturday, with freshman southpaw 
Nolan Belcher going Sunday and junior right-hander 
Blake Cooper taking the hill on Monday. Belcher will 
be the fi rst freshman to start an opening series game in 
Tanner’s tenure. 
“We think we got a feel for the, but you know, guys 
now can perform,” Tanner said. 
The opening of Carolina Stadium is a monumental 
moment in the history of the program. However, once 
the fi rst pitches are thrown out by USC president Harris 
Pastides and former Carolina coaches June Raines and 
Bobby Richardson, and USC alum Darius Rucker sings 
the national anthem, everything will immediately fall 
back to normal, and Carolina will go about the business 
of fi ghting for another banner season. 
“I think we got a pretty good club. I think that these 
guys are capable,” Tanner said.
Saturday’s first pitch will be thrown out at 2 p.m. 
However fans are encouraged to show up early to enjoy 




The baseball team prepares for its opening-day 
festivities at Carolina Stadium
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
 Alex Schumann / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
In preparation for opening day, the baseball team warms up inside of Carolina Stadium last week.
Track preps for home meet
Frye excited about chance 




Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
There is no denying that USC’s men’s basketball team 
has surpassed expectations this season. However, in 
surpassing those expectations the Gamecocks have created 
new ones for themselves. Living up to those expectations 
has become increasingly hard and the Gamecocks look 
to right the ship this Saturday against Arkansas at the 
Colonial Life Arena.
According to ESPN’s Bracketology South Carolina 
should pick up a No. 9 seed when the big dance rolls 
around. However, that is contingent on USC being able to 
close out its season in the same manner that it opened it. 
There are several things standing in the way of Carolina 
continuing its outstanding performance this season.
The Gamecocks surprised fans with early wins over 
Florida and Kentucky. There were several numbers that 
stuck out in those wins. In both of the wins the Gamecocks 
had no more than 10 turnovers and had less turnovers than 
its opponent.
In USC’s two most recent losses it has turned the ball 
over at an unbelievable pace. The Gamecocks average 
16.5 turnovers in its two losses. That high number has led 
to a turnover margin over -3.5 during those two losses. 
The season worst turnover margin in the SEC is -2.85 per 
game.
Beyond turnovers, the scariest stat ist ic for the 
Gamecocks this season has been miserable free throw 
shooting. USC is second worst in the SEC and is only 
shooting 62.5 percent from the charity stripe. All told, 
USC coach Darrin Horn’s team has left 208 points on the 
fl oor through missed free throws.
To put the true effect of those missed free throws into 
perspective, if the Gamecocks were even a middle-of-
the-road free throw shooting team then they would be 
shooting around 70 percent from the line. If Carolina 
had shot 70 percent from the line in each of its games this 
season, then a different storyline would be approaching 
Saturday night’s game.
The Gamecocks would have had a lead at the end of 
regulation against College of Charleston. Not only that but 
USC would also have had a single point lead over Florida 
during the Gators and Gamecocks’ second matchup.
The Gamecocks would have had a chance against 
Mississippi State during Wednesday night’s game. Instead 
of having to get a quick shot off to pull within striking 
distance after the Bulldogs hit a three with 49 seconds 
left, the Gamecocks would have been able to tie with a 
3-pointer of their own.
While there is no guarantee in the outcomes of college 
basketball games there is a guarantee that the closer to 
March the Gamecocks get, the harder fought their games 
are going to be.
Arkansas brings a dangerous lineup into Saturday’s game 
very similar to Miss. State’s roster. Michael Washington 
is a dangerous player in the low post both in terms of 
rebounds and points, he leads the Razorbacks in scoring. 
Arkansas also has a dangerous backcourt that mirrors 
the playing style of the Bulldog guards that racked up 50 
points between three players.
Tipoff is at 7 p.m. on Saturday.
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Devan Downey calls a set play against Georgia.
Gamecocks hope to shake off ghosts
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classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
* Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 9.5% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); 
gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 6%–27% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Certain Alltel customers not joining 
Verizon Wireless. Mobile to Mobile available to Verizon Wireless customers now; most Alltel customers Feb. 17, see alltel.com for updates & eligibility. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. 
Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Voyager is a trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under license by Verizon Wireless. Limited-time offers. 
While supplies last. Network details and coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. © 2009 Verizon Wireless. MPSU
Plus, get a 19% faculty and staff discount. 
On monthly access on calling plans $39.99 or higher.
Spend less. Message more.
Messaging  
Phone Sale!
Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ      Click verizonwireless.com/getdiscount      Visit any store
Call more people. Use zero minutes.
Alltel is now part of Verizon Wireless, creating America’s Largest 
Mobile to Mobile Calling Family. Over 80 million strong.
LG Voyager™ 
Sleek multitasker 
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive 
$7999
$129.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate  
debit card. Requires a Nationwide Plan.
LG enV® 2 
Texting machine 
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive 
OUR LOWEST PRICE! 
$4999
$99.99 2-yr. price – $50  
mail-in rebate debit card. 
Samsung Gleam™ 
Compact music phone 
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive 
$1999
$69.99 2-yr. price – $50  





Buy any phone $19.99 or higher  
GET 3 FREE! 
BlackBerry Pearl 8130: $119.99 2-yr.  
price – $100 mail-in rebate debit card. 
Each requires a voice plan with email  
feature, or email plan.
Get Unlimited Messaging to Anyone on Any Network in America.
On Nationwide Select Plans starting at $59.99 monthly access. With a new 1- or 2-yr. Agmt. (Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.)* 
Messaging not available everywhere in Nationwide Area.
All phones require new 2-yr. activation.
COLUMBIA 173 Columbiana Dr. 803-749-4500 
 10110 Two Notch Rd. 803-419-2585 
 7007-A Two Notch Rd. 803-865-6300
LEXINGTON 5596 Sunset Blvd. 803-808-2009 
ORANGEBURG 2718 North Rd. 803-534-4150
VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week. 
BUSINESS CUSTOMERS 
1-800-899-4249
Visit the Verizon Wireless  
Store inside one of the area’s  
Circuit City locations
Announcements
FREE FRIDAY night dinners for internat-
ins & their families. For details, contact 
IFM @ 799-3452 or info@ifmusa.org
Free Student Software Promo- Smart
Study System1st  500 copies Free for 




Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
SHANDON - 2713 PRESTON STREET 
Excellent large 1BR  available now. 
Great location. Close to USC. Ideal for 
Grad. Std or Professional. 782-9009.
Walk to USC/Shandon Clean & Qiet 
2BR 1BA $525 w/deposit. 776-5405.
DUPLEX 1BR APT- hdwd flrs Park St. 
2 miles from USC. $395  318-0729
Apartments
Downtown Living *ASPYRE*
*1,2,3 BR’S* Flexible Leases*
*Brand New* Parking Garage*
Int., H20 incld. *803-400-1570*
Housing-Rent
Beautiful 3BR 2BA house - hd fls, water 
fence yard, sec. fp incld & many extras. 
$1,050  803-231-6829.
3819 Barwick St. 2BR 1BA sunrm w/d 
hdwd flrs fncd yd, energy eff Newly re-
nov. Pets ok Available NOW. $875 
864-320-1500 .
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
5BR 3.5BA Country house  alarm pool 
near Cola International Univ. Must have 
rental insurance. Will Fowler 256-6295.
LUXURY CAROLINA WALKS CONDO 
2BR 2BA granite tops & stain steel 
appliances. 957-7412
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR 
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cy-
cle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129 
Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS  
From $99,900  518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
Help Wanted
PT SALES ASSOCIATE AT GNC - 
NE COLA NORTHPOINT COMMONS
10-15/hrs/wk for nights & weekends. 
Must be 18 y.o out-going and have sales 
experience. Knowledge in health and nu-
trition a plus. Apply in person @ 
10050 Two Notch Road 788-2177. For 
more info email gnc803@yahoo.com
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
PT RETAIL SALES ASST. - Seeking in-
telligent, friendly person for busy retail 
pool store environment. Ideal for stu-
dents. No exp. necessary, training pro-
vided. Excellent summer position. Apply 
@ American Pools, 2225 Platt Springs 
Rd. W. Cola. Call 796-8339 for direc-
tions.
Help Wanted
TYPIST NEEDED - to type newsletter. 
Must have good computer skills. Must 
have access to Computer. Volunteer 
credits or pay. Sample work required. 




PT SUMMER SITTER WANTED - 
Experience.& references. Also after-
noons this semester. $10/hr 779-6278.
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 




PT Experienced Female Personal 
Trainers  needed. Located 5 minutes 
from USC. Contact Ann Marie @
Personally Fit  799-9455 for details.
Services
FREE TAX RETURN. Prep.E-File for  
students only for new clients. Returning 
clients is $59. From 2/16/09 -2/24/09.
LIBERTY TAX 
1112 Harden St - 233-1790
946 Harden St. - same as above 
6129 North Main - 754-0498
7120 Two  Notch - 865-3334
1040NR and Bank Products are extra.
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
Services
Serious financial problems? 
Confidential bankruptcy advice. 





CALL THE EXPERT! 738-8956
Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury 
cruise with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of thirteen 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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